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NOTE. 


To  aid  in  giving  to  young  persons 
some  conception  of  the  "  darkness  which 
covers  the  earth,  and  the  gross  darkness 
which  covers  the  people/'  recourse  is 
had,  in  the  present  volume,  to  "simili- 
tudes," for  the  use  of  which  we  have 
Scripture  authority.  As  it  is  one  purpose 
of  parental  and  Sunday-school  instruction 
to  counteract  natural  selfishness  and  ex- 
cite sympathy  for  the  "weary  and  heavy 
laden,"  we  hope  to  aid  them  in  that 
task  by  setting  forth  an  important  class 
of  claims  on  the  prayers  and  alms  of 
Christian  countries. 


THE  BIG  TEEE. 


There  are  very  few  people 
among  us  who  have  not  heard 
wonderful  accounts  of  the 
great  trees  of  California. 
Persons  have  travelled  great 
distances  to  behold  them  and 
have  found  the  stories  of  their 
great  size  and  height  were 
true.     Some  of  them   stand 
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alone,  but  in  one  case  nearly 
one  hundred  of  them  form  a 
group. 

The  age  of  these  giant 
trees  is  quite  uncertain.  By 
some  they  are  supposed  to 
be  two  or  three  thousand 
years  old.  That  our  readers 
may  form  some  notice  of 
their  magnitude,  we  may 
state  that  the  bark  of  one 
of  these  trees  was  carefully 
stripped  off  by  sections  con- 
venient to  handle.  Several 
weeks     were     occupied     in 
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this  work.  Each  piece  was 
marked  and  numbered  as  it 
was  removed.  The  pieces 
were  then  transported  to 
England  and  replaced  in  the 
famous  crystal  palace,  in  their 
original  position,  making  a 
hollow  cylinder  in  which  a 
room  has  been  fitted  up, 
furnished  with  tables,  chairs, 
&c.  Lofty  as  this  bark  frame 
is,  it  is  but  about  one  fourth 
of  the  height  of  the  tree 
itself! 

The    Red    tree,   as    it    is 
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called,  is  sometimes  found 
growing  as  straight  as  an 
arrow,  four  hundred  feet  up 
in  the  air,  twice  as  high  as 
the  tallest  church  steeple  we 
have  seen.  And  then  it 
measures  around  the  trunk 
one  hundred  feet.  Twenty- 
five  boys  might  join  hands 
together,  and  they  would 
just  about  enclose  one  of 
these  giant  trees  in  their 
arms ! 

For  two  or  three  thousand 
years,  as  we  have  just  said, 


The  Red  Tree. 
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some  of  these  trees  have 
stood  where  travellers  now 
find  them.  Think  of  that! 
Before  the  Saviour  was  born 
in  Bethlehem,  those  trees  may 
have  begun  to  grow,  and  there 
they  are,  growing  yet.  Mil- 
lions upon  millions  of  men  and 
women  and  children  have 
been  born,  and  lived  and 
died  since  the  Saviour  came 
into  the  world,  but  these 
great  trees  have  out-lived 
them  all. 

And  although  these  trees 
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are  so  old  and  so  large,  they 
are  nothing  at  all,  when  we 
compare  them  with  another 
tree  that  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  about.  Come  with  me 
far  across  the  ocean  and  I 
will  show  it  to  you.  We 
shall  sail  for  seven  or  eight 
weeks,  perhaps,  before  we 
come  to  the  land  where  the 
Big  Tree  grows.  And  now 
we  will  suppose  that  our 
voyage  is  over,  and  that  we 
are  safe  on  shore.  We  have 
scarcely  stepped  on  the  land 
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before  we  notice  that  we  are 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Big 
Tree.  Its  trunk  stands  in 
the  middle  of  the  land,  a 
thousand  miles  from  the 
shore,  but  its  branches 
stretch  and  stretch,  North 
and  South  and  East  and 
West,  until  they  have  covered 
the  whole  land.  The  trunk 
is  not  straight  and  tapering 
and  graceful,  like  the  Red 
tree  in  California,  but  it  is 
broad  and  thick  and  rough 
and   knotted.     The    bark   is 
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dark  and  ugly,  and  the  wood 
is  almost  as  hard  as  iron. 

More  than  twice  as  old  as 
those  old  trees  in  California,  is 
this  Big  Tree  I  am  telling  you 
about,  and  showing  to  you. 
Five  thousand  years  ago  it 
began  to  grow,  and  it  has 
been  growing  ever  since. 
When  Noah  went  into  the 
ark,  it  was  a  young  sapling. 
Then  the  great  flood  came, 
and  seemed  to  have  destroyed 
it  for  a  while,  but  it  soon 
began  to  grow   again,  when 
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the  waters  went  off  from  the 
earth,  and  it  was  not  very 
long  before  it  was  as  strong 
and  thriving  as  before.  Yon 
will  not  wonder  then,  when 
I  tell  you  that  the  branches 
and  leaves  of  this  Big  Tree, 
have  grown,  in  five  thousand 
years,  so  thick  that  the  light 
of  the  sun  cannot  get  through 
them.  It  is  all  dark  under 
the  tree.  Grass  will  soon 
wither,  and  flowers  will  lose 
all  their  beautiful  colours,  if 
you   shut  them    up    in   the 
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dark,  and  so  there  are  neither 
flowers  nor  grass  growing  in 
the  thick  shade  of  this  Big 
Tree.  But  there  are  millions 
of  human  beings,  men,  women 
and  children,  who  live  under 
this  dark  shadow  all  their 
lives.  They  never  once  see 
the  light  of  the  sun,  never  once 
breathe  the  pure  air  of  heaven 
all  their  lives ;  for  not  only  is 
the  light  shut  out,  but  the 
leaves  of  this  terrible  tree 
under  which  they  live,  are  all 
poisonous,  and  the  air  that  the 
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people  breathe  is  poisoned  by 
them. 

You  may  well  suppose 
that  people  who  are  born  and 
grow  up  in  such  a  place,  are 
a  miserable  people  and  so 
they  are.  Stunted  in  mind 
and  body,  dirty  and  degraded, 
ugly  and  deformed,  they 
spend  their  short,  miserable 
lives  grovelling  in  the  dark 
and  the  dirt,  eating  the  bitter, 
sour,  poisonous  fruit  that 
grows  on  the  Big  tree,  and 
after  a  few  years  of  wretched- 
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ness  and  sorrow  and  poverty, 
they  die  and  others  grow  up 
in  their  place,  as  wretched 
and  sorrowful  as  they.  Per- 
haps you  will  ask  why  these 
millions  of  people  live  under 
this  terrible  Tree.  I  will  tell 
you  in  a  very  few  words. 
They  cannot  get  away.  The 
Tree  stretches  all  the  way  to 
the  eds;e  of  the  sea,  and  they 
cannot  get  from  under  its 
deadly  shade. 

And,  besides,  they  do  not 
want    to    o'et    awav.     Thev 
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have  lived  there  so  long,  and 
are  so  ignorant  about  any 
better  way  of  living,  that 
they  are  contented  to  live  in 
this  wretched  way,  and  to  be 
poisoned  to  death,  by  the 
impure  air  and  the  bitter 
fruit  of  the  Big  Tree.  But 
now  I  want  to  show  you 
another  very  strange  thing 
about  this  Tree.  If  you  will 
look  far  in,  under  the  thick 
branches,  you  will  see  a  little 
band  of  men  and  women, 
all   armed  with   sharp  axes, 

2* 
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hard  at  work  upon  the  tough, 
hard  trunk  of  the  Tree,  try- 
ing to  cut  it  down.  And 
while  they  are  slowly  chop- 
ping out,  chip  after  chip,  you 
may  see  that  a  few  of  them 
have  got  far  up  into  the  Tree, 
and  are  working  away  among 
the  thick  branches,  cutting 
them  off  one  by  one,  so  as  to 
let  a  little  light  come  through 
under  the  Tree. 

Let  us  watch  this  little 
company  of  workmen  awhile. 
They  look  pale  and  thin  and 
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weary.  The  wood  is  so  hard, 
and  the  trunk  and  the 
branches  are  so  thick,  that 
it  is  no  wonder  if  they  some- 
times feel  discouraged,  but 
they  are  brave  men  and 
women,  and  they  have  deter- 
mined never  to  give  up  the 
work  as  long  as  they  live. 
And  then,  too,  they  see  that 
they  have  already  got  a  good 
deal  of  their  work  done. 
There  are  a  few  places  open- 
ed through  the  thick  leaves 
and  branches,  and  the  pure 
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light  of  heaven  comes  stream- 
ing clown  into  the  midst 
of  the  darkness.  What  a 
strange  effect  it  produces! 
How  the  miserable  people 
stare  and  wonder  when  they 
first  see  it!  They  stand 
watching  the  light,  and  very 
soon  they  see  green  grass  and 
bright  flowers  spring  up  in  it, 
and  by  degrees  they  get  their 
lungs  filled  with  the  pure  air 
that  comes  in  with  the  light, 
and  it  works  a  marvellous 
change  in  them.     They  look 
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taller  and  stronger  and  more 
healthy  and  clean  and  happy, 
and  when  they  once  fairly 
learn  how  good  it  is  to  see 
the  light,  and  breathe  the  air 
of  heaven,  you  may  see  them 
going  over  to  the  workmen, 
and  offering  to  help  them 
with  their  work.  The  work- 
men are  only  too  glad  to 
have  their  help,  and  they  arm 
them  with  sharp  axes  like 
their  own,  and  they  fall  upon 
the  Big  Tree  with  all  their 
might,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
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workmen  grow  light,  when 
they  see  some  of  these  people 
going  to  work  to  help  cut 
it  down. 

But  the  sharpest  axes  will 
not  last  forever,  and  indeed 
they  very  soon  lose  their 
keen  edge  against  the  tough 
wood  of  the  rugged  old 
Tree.  When  they  become 
dull,  you  will  see  the  work- 
men going  off  with  them  to 
a  huge  grindstone  to  get 
them  ground.  Like  every- 
thing   else    under    the    Big 
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Tree,  the  grindstone  is  differ- 
ent from  common  grind- 
stones, for  it  is  always  turn- 
ing and  turning  and  you 
cannot  see  what  turns  it. 
It  is  not  turned  by  steam, 
or  by  water,  or  by  hand,  or 
by  any  other  visible  means, 
but  still  it  turns  day  and 
night,  sometimes  fast  as 
lightning,  and  then  it  fills  the 
air  with  a  strange  sort  of 
music,  as  if  angels  were  sing- 
ing; sometimes  very  slowly, 
and  then  the  poor  workman 
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has  to  stand  and  wait,  some- 
times a  long  while,  until  it 
turns  fast  enough  to  sharpen 
his  dull  axe  for  him. 

Ships  sometimes  come  to 
that  dark  country,  and  when 
a  ship  comes,  then  the  work- 
men hurry  down  to  the  shore 
to  see  what  the  ship  has 
brought  them ;  for  their 
friends  at  home  send  these 
ships  to  carry  them  letters, 
and  food  and  clothing,  and 
above  all,  to  carry  them  fresh 
tools  for   their  work.     How 
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their  hearts  beat  for  joy  when 
they  find  that  they  are  not 
forgotten  at  home,  and  how 
gladly  they  hurry  back  to 
their  work  under  the  Big 
Tree,  with  their  new  sharp 
axes  in  their  hands.  And  it 
is  a  very  curious  fact  that 
almost  always  after  a  ship 
arrives,  the  big  grindstone  is 
to  be  heard  whirling  around 
at  a  great  speed,  and  its 
strange  music  sounds  louder 
and  sweeter  than  ever. 
Presently,    if    you    listen 
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attentively,  you  will  find  that 
this  strange  music  is  shaping 
itself  into  a  distinct  tune,  and 
the  workmen  and  workwomen 
catch  it  up,  and  now  you  may 
hear  them  singing,  all  to- 
gether, some  sweet  hymn, 
and  still  keeping  time  to  the 
music  with  their  ringing  axes 
as  they  bring  them  down 
heartily  on  the  stubborn  old 
Tree. 

They  have  no  other  music 
but  such  as  this.  No  birds 
sing  their  sweet  little  songs 
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to  cheer  them  in  their  work, 

for  no  birds  can  live  in  the 

branches   of   the   Big  Tree, 

except    a  few   such    dismal 

birds  as  owls  and  ravens  and 

bats,  that  hoot  and  croak  and 

scream  at  them,  as  if  they 

wanted  to  drive  them  away 

from  their  work. 

It  does  not  seem  strange 
to  you  to  hear  a  shoemaker 

or  blacksmith  or  a  painter 

singing  to  himself  while  he 

works  away,  with  his  awl  or 

his  hammer  or  his  brush,  but 
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it  sounds  very  strange  indeed 
to  hear  sweet  voices  singing 
sometimes  the  very  same 
familiar  hymns  that  we  sing 
in  our  own  Sunday-schools  at 
home,  far  off  here  under  the 
dark  shadow  of  this  grim  old 
Tree. 

There  are  plenty  of  other 
sounds  that  fall  upon  our 
ear  while  Ave  listen,  bounds 
of  war,  shouts  of  anger,  and 
cries  of  distress.  For  these 
wretched  people  that  live 
under  the  Big  Tree,  are  for- 
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ever  quarreling  with  each 
other,  and  fighting  and  des- 
troying each  other,  and  so 
the  air  is  often  filled  with  the 
voices  of  discord  and  strife, 
until  you  can  scarcely  hear 
the  workmen  singing  at  all. 

I  might  tell  you  of  many 
other  strange  things  that 
have  happened  under  this 
wonderful  old  Tree.  Strange 
things  that  are  done  by  the 
poor  wretched  people  that 
live  under  it,  and  strange 
things  that  the  workmen  have 
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done,  while  they  have  been 
toiling  away  to  cut  it  down. 

They  have  built  houses, 
and  little  churches,  and 
school-houses,  and  hospitals 
close  in  under  the  thick 
branches  of  the  Tree.  To 
be  sure,  they  have  generally 
built  them  in  the  spots  where 
they  have  cut  holes  through 
the  Tree,  and  where  the  light 
has  come  in  with  its  cheerful 
brightness,  and  made  the 
hearts  of  the  people  glad. 
But    sometimes    they    have 
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planted  one  of  these  little 
buildings,  a  little  church  or  a 
lowly  schoolhouse  right  down 
in  the  thickest  of  the  dark- 
ness, and  then  it  is  a  very  curi- 
ous thing  to  notice  how,  as 
soon  as  they  open  the  windows 
of  the  little  building  a  strange 
light  shines  out  upon  the  sur- 
rounding darkness,  just  as  it  is 
when  they  cut  a  hole  through 
the  tangled  branches  of  the 
Tree. 

And  this  is  the  reason  they 
plant  it  there.     They  know, 
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very  well,  that  the  great  thing 
that  they  need  to  help  them 
in  their  work  of  destroying 
the  Big  Tree  that  causes  such 
trouble  to  the  people  who 
live  under  it,  is  light.  They 
can  work  better  themselves, 
and  they  can  persuade  the 
people  under  the  Tree  to  work 
with  them,  when  they  can 
once  get  enough  light  in 
amongst  them  to  see  what  an 
ugly,  hateful,  poisonous  thing 
this  old  Tree  is;  and  when 
they  can  once  give  them  a 
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taste  of  the  light  that  comes 
down  from  Heaven  and  the 
pure  air,  they  know  that  it 
will  not  be  hard  to  get  a 
whole  army  of  these  now 
miserable  people  to  enlist  in 
the  good  work  of  destroying 
the  Big  Tree, — trunk,  branch 
and  root,  forever! 

What  a  noble  work  these 
workmen  have  undertaken ! 
How  we,  and  the  whole  world 
of  people  that  live  in  the 
light  and  breathe  the  pure 
air,  ought  to  honor  and  respect 
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these  men  and  women  that 
have  gone  to  that  distant 
land,  giving  up  their  whole 
lives,  for  the  rescue  of  these 
millions  of  people  who  are 
living  and  dying  under  the 
poison  shade  of  this  Big  Tree ! 
People  will  honour  and 
respect  them  one  of  these 
days.  In  one  of  the  Psalms 
of  David,  (the  74th,)  you  may 
read  that  uAman  was  famous 
according  as  he  had  lifted  up 
axes  upon  the  thick  trees.11 
And   so   these    pale,  weary- 
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looking  workmen,  who  seem 
now  as  if  they  could  scarcely 
strike  another  blow  with  their 
axes  upon  the  thick  Tree, 
whose  names  very  few  people 
know  or  remember  now, — 
these  workmen  will  awake 
some  day,  and  find  them- 
selves famous.  Everybody 
will  know  their  names  then, 
and  know  all  about  their  work 
too,  for  it  has  been  so  arran- 
ged that  their  names  and  a 
full  account  of  their  noble 
work  shall  be  posted  up  in  a 
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place  so  high,  and  in  letters 
so  plain  that  the  whole  world 
shall  be  able  to  read  them, 
and  then  they  will  be  more 
famous  than  the  greatest 
general  that  ever  lived,  or  the 
greatest  king  that  ever  ruled 
in  the  world. 

And  now  I  want  you  to  go 
back  with  me,  and  stand  with 
me  under  the  Big  Tree,  while 
I  point  out  to  you  some  of 
the  strange  fruit  that  grows 
all  over  it. 

Other  fruit  trees  bear  but 
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one  kind  of  fruit,  and  that 
only  for  a  short  part  of  the 
year,  but  this  Big  Tree  bears 
hundreds  of  different  kinds 
of  fruit,  and  bears  them  all 
the  year  round. 

As  I  have  already  told  you, 
these  fruits  are  not  such  beau- 
tiful and  sweet  fruits  as  we 
have  on  our  trees;  peaches, 
and  pears,  and  grapes,  and 
oranges,  and  the  like.  These 
fruits,  on  which  the  people 
under  the  Big  Tree  live,  are 
coarse  and  harsh  and  sour  and 
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bitter,  and  they  all  contain  a 
hidden  poison  that  spreads 
itself  little  by  little  through 
every  person  that  eats  them, 
until,  after  a  while,  it  causes 
them  all  to  die  a  dreadful 
death. 

Each  of  these  fruits  has 
its  own  name.  I  cannot  give 
you  a  list  of  all  of  them,  but 
I  will  tell  you  a  few  of  them. 
Some  of  these  fruits  hang 
close  down  to  the  ground  so 
that  little  children  can  stand 
on  their  tip-toes  and  gather 
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them  and  eat  them.  They 
are  called  Ignorance,  Disobe- 
dience, Deceit,  Idleness.  A 
little  higher  up  in  the  Tree 
hang  Superstition,  Idolatry, 
Lying,  Theft,  Drunkenness. 
Still  higher  up  you  will  find 
Witchcraft,  Treachery,  Ha- 
tred, Cruelty,  Murder,  and 
alone,  on  the  topmost  branch 
of  all,  yet  within  reach  of 
every  one  that  gathers  the 
other  fruits  of  the  Big  Tree  is 
one  fruit,  more  bitter  and 
more  deadly  than  all  the  rest, 
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and  the  name  of  this  fruit  is 
Death — the  death  of  the  soul! 

Now  I  suppose  there  is  not 
a  single  reader  of  this  little 
book,  that  has  not  found  out 
by  this  time,  the  name  of  the 
Big  Tree,  and  the  meaning  of 
most  of  the  strange  things  I 
have  told  about  it. 

The  Big  Tree  is  Heathen- 
ism. Thousands  of  years  ago, 
when  men  first  began  to  for- 
get God,  and  to  think  that 
their  wisdom,  and  power,  and 
greatness  were   better    than 
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God's,  this  Tree  of  Heathen- 
ism was  first  planted  in  our 
world;  men  began  to  make 
gods  for  themselves  and  to 
worship  them  instead  of  the 
One  only  True  God.  In  the 
very  earliest  histories  of  the 
world  we  find  the  history  of 
Heathenism,  and  we  trace  it 
down,  age  after  age,  until  it 
spread  its  dark  shadow  over 
nearly  the  whole  world.  And 
even  now,  almost  two  thou- 
sand years  after  the  Gospel  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  sent 
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into  the  world,  we  find  large 
countries  still  under  the  power 
of  Heathenism  and  still  suffer- 
ing all  the  evils  that  Heathen- 
ism brings  upon  mankind. 
Over  a  great  country  like 
Africa,  for  instance,  Heathen- 
ism spreads  itself  like  a  huge 
overshadowing  Tree,  shutting 
out  from  the  people  that  live 
under  its  influence  all  know- 
ledge of  God,  or  of  heaven,  or 
of  eternity,  and  keeping  them 
in  the  darkness  of  ignorance 
and  superstition  and  sin  in 
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this  world,  and  offering  them 
nothing  but  the  bitter  fruit  of 
the  death  of  the  soul  in  the 
world  to  come.  Do  you  see 
why  I  have  called  Heathenism 
by  the  name  of  a  Big  Tree  ? 
Now  when  our  Saviour  was 
on  earth,  He  knew  better  than 
any  one  else,  what  a  dreadful 
curse  to  mankind  Heathenism 
is,  and  one  of  the  very  last 
commands  that  He  gave  to 
His  disciples,  before  he  went 
back  again  to  heaven  was, 
11  Go  ye  into  all  the    earth, 
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and    preach   the   gospel    to 
every  creature." 

It  is  in  obedience  to  this 
command  that  so  many  good 
men  have  gone  out  as  mis- 
sionaries to  heathen  countries. 
They  are  the  workmen  of  my 
story.  All  their  efforts  and 
labours  are  directed  to  de- 
stroying and  overturning  Hea- 
thenism. Every  school-house 
they  build,  every  church  they 
raise,  every  lesson  they  teach, 
every  prayer  they  offer  to 
God,  and  every  sermon  they 
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preach  to  their  heathen  con- 
gregations is  like  a  sharp  axe 
lifted  up  against  the  root  and 
branches  of  Heathenism. 

The  little  missionary  settle- 
ments where  the  heathen  can 
see  the  fruits  of  Christianity, 
and  the  advantages  of  civili- 
zation, are  like  the  bright  spots 
where  flowers  and  grass  spring 
up  and  flourish  in  the  midst 
of  the  surrounding  darkness. 

But  I  doubt  if  any  of  you 
have  found  out  the  meaning 
of   that    strange    grindstone 
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that  turns  without  hands,  and 
on  which  the  missionaries 
grind  their  axes  when  they 
get  dull.  I  will  try  to  explain 
to  you  what  I  mean  by  that. 
You  know  that  any  one  who 
works  for  a  long  time  at  any 
kind  of  work,  without  success 
or  reward,  is  almost  sure  to 
become  very  much  discour- 
aged after  a  while,  and  so  it 
often  is  with  the  missionaries. 
Their  work  is  very  hard.  The 
people  to  whom  they  go  are 
dreadfully  wicked  and  igno- 
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rant,  and  full  of  all  sorts  of 
superstition,  and  there  are  a 
thousand  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  before  they  can  be 
brought  to  listen  to  the  word 
of  God,  before  they  are  will- 
ing to  be  taught  anything  at 
all.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
the  missionary  sometimes 
feels  as  if  all  his  labour  is 
of  no  use,  and  that  he  is 
spending  his  strength  and 
wasting  his  life  for  nothing  ? 
Now  what  is  it  that  gives 
him  new  strength  and  cour- 


50  THE    BIG    TREE. 

age  when  he  is  weak  and  de- 
sponding? What  is  it,  in 
other  words,  that  puts  a  new 
edge  to  his  axe  when  it  be- 
comes worn  and  dull  ?  It  is 
faith.  Faith  that  his  work  is 
God's  work.  Faith  that  God 
will  not  let  him  labour  in 
vain.  Faith  that  when  the 
right  time  comes  he  will  see 
great  results  springing  from 
all  his  present  sorrow  and  toil 
and  suffering.  But,  although 
faith  conies  from  God  alone, 
yet    it   may   be   very  much 
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strengthened  or  weakened  by 
human  means.  The  faith  of 
the  missionary  is  bright  and 
active  and  strong,  when  he 
feels  that  we,  here  at  home, 
are  warmly  interested  in  him. 
When  he  knows  that  many 
kind  hearts  at  home  are  wish- 
ing him  success,  and  many 
strong  hands  are  busily  work- 
ing for  him,  and  many  fervent 
prayers  are  going  up  to  God 
for  him.  This  gives  new 
strength  to  his  arm,  new  light 
to   his  eye,  new  joy  to   his 
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heart,  new  power  to  all  that 
he  does  and  says  when  his 
faith  is  upheld  in  this  way. 
The  wheel  of  his  faith  turns 
without  visible  means,  for 
those  that  are  helping  to 
keep  it  alive  are  thousands  of 
miles  away,  across  the  sea. 

But  how  different  is  the  state 
of  the  poor  missionary  when 
he  hears  no  word  of  encour- 
agement coming  to  him  across 
the  wide  ocean  that  separates 
him  from  his  family  and  friends 
and    home.     No    news    that 
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Christians  at  home  are  think- 
ing of  him;  working  for  him; 
praying  for  him !  His  faith 
is  sorely  tried  when  he  learns 
that  those  who  used  to  be  so 
deeply  interested  in  him  and 
in  his  mission,  have  lost 
that  interest,  and  have  turned 
their  minds  away  from  him  to 
engage  in  some  newer  work, 
or  some  other  kind  of  Chris- 
tian usefulness. 

Perhaps  some  one  will  say 
that  the  missionary  ought  not 
to  mind  these  things;  that  he 
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ought  to  be  always  cheerful, 
always  confident,  always  so 
hard  at  work  as  to  have  no 
thought  about  what  is  going 
on  thousands  of  miles  away 
from  home ;  that  his  faith 
ought  to  rest  so  entirely  upon 
his  Father  in  heaven,  that  he 
should  never  be  discouraged. 
Perhaps  this  all  might  be  so 
if  missionaries  were  not  men 
and  women.  If  they  were  a 
sort  of  superior  beings  like 
angels,  they  might  perhaps 
be  indifferent  to  everything 
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but  the  work  they  have  to 
do,  but  they  are  only  men 
and  women,  and  therefore 
they  need  all  the  help,  and 
all  the  encouragement,  and  all 
the  sympathy,  and  all  the 
prayers  that  we  can  give 
them.  If  we  freely  send  them 
these,  then  they  will  keep 
their  axes  always  bright  and 
keen  upon  the  swift  moving 
wheel  of  their  faith.  If  we 
withhold  them,  or  only  mea- 
sure them  out  our  gifts  un- 
willingly, as  if  we  grudged 
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every  penny,  and  every  kind 
thought  and  feeling,  and 
every  earnest  prayer,  we  must 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
their  work  goes  on  slowly  and 
sorrowfully,  and  that  their 
own  faith  is  growing  dull  and 
sluggish,  and  but  little  fruit 
is  produced  from  all  their 
labours. 

This  was  the  thought  that  I 
meant  to  convey,  the  lesson  I 
wished  to  teach  by  my  figure 
of  the  strange  grindstone  that 
turns  without  hands. 
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The  only  reason  that  we 
can  see  why  Heathenism  all 
over  the  world  has  not  been 
done  away  long,  long  ago  is, 
that  the  Christian  part  of 
the  world  has  really  done 
almost  nothing,  as  yet, 
towards  spreading  the  gos- 
pel thoroughly  and  properly 
throughout  the  dark  and  hea- 
then places  of  the  earth.  We 
are  too  apt  to  be  so  content- 
ed with  our  comfortable  Sun- 
day-schools and  churches, 
and  our  thousand  other  bless- 
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ings  at  home,  that  we  give 
but  a  small  part  of  our 
thoughts  and  time  and  money 
and  efforts  to  those  who  have 
none  of  the  blessings  we  so 
abundantly  enjoy — to  those 
who  are  born,  and  live  and 
die  under  the  shadow  of  the 
fearful  tree  of  Heathenism. 

We  should  soon  see  the 
difference  if  the  Christian 
men  and  women,  and  the 
boys  and  girls  in  Christian 
Sunday-schools  all  over  the 
world,  were  once  roused  up 
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with  a  determination,  a  real 
earnest  determination  to  push 
forward  the  work  of  carrying 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature. 
Such  a  determination  would 
set  in  motion  a  machinery 
which  all  the  enemies  of  God 
in  this  world,  or  in  the  world 
of  evil  spirits,  never  could 
stop,  and  it  would  not 
be  long  before  every  false 
god  would  be  overthrown  and 
destroyed,  and  the  kingdom 
of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Sav- 
iour, Jesus  Christ  be  set  up 
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all  over  this  earth  which  He 
died  to  save. 

When  the  gold  mines  were 
discovered  in  California,  men 
hurried  by  thousands,  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  to 
make  their  fortunes  in  that 
distant  land.  Ships  and  steam- 
ers were  crowded  with  men 
and  tools  and  goods  and 
provisions,  and  everything 
that  was  needful,  and  in 
a  wonderfully  short  time 
the  country  began  to  fill 
up  with  its  new  population, 
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and  a  nation  was  planted, 
almost  in  a  single  day,  upon 
the  far  off  shores  of  the 
Pacific. 

But  the  treasures  that  await 
the  Christian  miner  in  Africa 
and  China  and  Japan,  and  all 
over  the  regions  of  Heathen- 
ism, are  infinitely  more  abun- 
dant and  precious  than  the 
finest  gold  of  California. 

Think  of  it  for  a  moment. 
Our  Saviour  declares  that  a 
man  makes  a  foolish  bargain 
if  he  loses  his  soul  and  gains 
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the  whole  world  for  it.  If 
one  single  soul  is  so  precious, 
who  can  ever  calculate  the 
riches  of  the  missionary  miner 
who  gathers  thousands  of 
these  souls  for  his  treasures  ? 
The  California  miner  pitches 
his  tent  beside  some  moun- 
tain stream,  and  often  labours 
long  and  hard,  and  bears  the 
severest  hardships  before  he 
meets  with  much  success, 
but  when  a  company  of 
miners  join  together  and  pro- 
cure  the  proper    machinery 
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for  crushing  the  hard  rocks 
that  contain  the  shining  gold, 
and  washing,  and  cleaning, 
and  refining  it,  they  soon  find 
themselves  growing  rich,  and 
heap  up  their  treasure  in  a 
way  that  the  single-handed 
workman  can  never  hope  to 
do. 

And  just  so  with  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  We  send  out 
one  or  two  or  three  with 
scanty  means,  and  scanty  pro- 
vision for  the  work,  and  we 
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allow  them  to  pitch  their  tent 
in  the  midst  of  some  wilder- 
ness of  Heathenism,  and  then 
we  bid  them  work.  Day  and 
night,  sick  or  well,  often  poorly 
clothed  and  badly  fed,  they 
must  work,  work,  work !  And 
then  we  sit  at  home  very  com- 
fortably, and  wonder  why  the 
millions  in  heathen  lands  are 
not  converted  to  God ! 

Now  and  then  we  hear  that 
they  have  led  one  soul  and 
another  out  of  the  darkness 
and  ignorance  of  Heathenism 
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into  the  light  and  knowledge 
of  the  Gospel,  but  we  think 
nothing  of  that,  although 
u  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over 
one  sinner  that  repenteth." 
We  expect  great  things  from 
small  efforts,  and  are  not  will- 
ing to  put  forth  those  large 
efforts  which  are  sure  to  pro- 
duce large  results. 

How  different  would  all 
this  be  were  we  to  act  wisely 
as  the  gold  seekers  of  Califor- 
nia have  done.  If  large  com- 
panies were  ready  to  go  out 
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into  all  the  world,  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature ; 
carrying  with  them  the  machi- 
nery they  require.  Armed 
with  Bibles  and  school-books, 
with  printing  presses  and  all 
the  many  tools  that  such  a 
great  work  requires,  encour- 
aged by  the  prayers  and  the 
sympathies  of  thousands  of 
earnest  Christians  at  home, 
re-inforced  from  time  to  time 
with  new  labourers  eager  to 
share  in  the  toils  and  in  the 
rewards  of  the  work;  if  the 
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missionary  work  was  carried 
on  all  over  the  world  in  this 
spirit  and  on  this  scale,  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  pre- 
cious souls  would  be  found 
everywhere  turning  to  God, 
and  such  treasures  would  be 
laid  up  in  heaven,  as  we  can- 
not conceive  of  now. 

This  little  book  has  begun 
and  ended  with  California. 
The  writer  was  long  a  Sun- 
day-school boy  himself,  and 
he  knows  that  Sunday  scho- 
lars like   plain   and   homely 
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illustrations  that  they  can  all 
understand.  His  whole  pur- 
pose has  been  accomplished, 
if  he  has  succeeded  in  any 
degree  in  exciting  any  new 
interest  in  the  mind  of  a  sin- 
gle reader,  in  the  great  work 
of  spreading  the  Gospel 
through  the  dark  places  of 
this  sinful  world. 


From  Greenland's  icy  mountains, 

From  India's  coral  strand, 
Where  Afric's  sunny  fountains 

Koll  down  their  golden  sands  j 
From  many  an  ancient  river, 

From  many  a  palmy  plain, 
They  call  us  to  deliver 

Their  land  from  error's  chain. 

What  though  the  spicy  breezes 

Blow  soft  o'er  Ceylon's  isle, 
Though  every  prospect  pleases, 

And  only  man  is  vile  ? 
In  vain  with  lavish  kindness 

The  gifts  of  God  are  strewn  ; 
The  heathen,  in  his  blindness, 

Bows  down  to  wood  and  stone. 

Shall  we  whose  souls  are  lighted 

With  wisdom  from  on  high, 
Shall  we,  to  men  benighted, 

The  lamp  of  life  deny? 
Salvation !  0  Salvation ! 

The  joyful  sound  proclaim, 
Till  earth's  remotest  nation 

Has  learned  Messiah's  name. 

Waft,  waft,  ye  winds,  his  story, 

And  you,  ye  waters,  roll, 
Till,  like  a  sea  of  glory, 

It  spreads  from  pole  to  pole ; 
Till,  o'er  our  ransomed  nature, 

The  Lamb  for  sinners  slain ; 
Redeemer,  King,  Creator. 

In  bliss  returns  to  reign. 
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and  Stories  for  Girls.  Bound  in  cloth,  and  done  up  in  a  neat  case. 
Price,  90  cents. 

The  Child's  Library.  Containing  The  Little  Herdsman ;  How 
to  Do  Right ;  Parley  the  Porter ;  The  Master-Key ;  The  Unknown  Path ; 
Bessie  Duncan.    Bound  in  cloth,  and  done  up  in  a  neat  case.    Price,  $1. 

Select  Library  for  Boys.  Containing  Grandfather  Merrie; 
Bosses  and  their  Boys;  Stories  for  Tillage  Lads;  One  Step.  18mo, 
bound  in  cloth,  and  done  up  in  a  neat  case.    Price,  $1. 

Select  Library  for  Girls.  Containing  Bessie  Duncan ;  Young 
Envelope-Makers  ;  Mountain  Daisy ;  Beauty  of  the  Heart.  18mo,  bound 
in  cloth,  and  done  up  in  a  neat  case.     Price,  $1.25. 

Select  Library  for  Young  Ladies.  Containing  Memoirs 
of  Pious  Women.  Four  volumes,  with  four  medallion  portraits,  done  up 
in  a  neat  case.    Price,  SI. 

Kitty  Brown  Series.  By  the  author  of  "Sunny  Side."  Con- 
taining Kitty  Brown  and  her  Bible  Terses;  Kitty  Brown  and  her  Little 
School;  Kitty  Brown  and  her  City  Cousin;  Kitty  Brown  Beginning  to 
Think.    18mo,  bound  in  cloth,  and  done  up  in  a  neat  case.    Price,  $1. 

Bible  History,  for  the   Least  and  the  Lowest,  in 

five  volumes.  Part  I.  From  the  Creation  to  the  Death  of  Abimelech. 
Part  II.  From  Jephthah's  Yow  to  the  Miracles  of  Elisha.  Part  III. 
From  Elisha  to  the  close  of  the  Old  Testament.  Part  IV.  From  the 
Coming  of  Christ  to  the  Blessing  of  Children.  Part  V.  From  the  Story 
of  the  Young  Ruler  to  the  End  of  the  New  Testament.  Done  up  in  a 
neat  case.    Price,  $2. 

The  Child's  Cabinet  Library.  Containing  seventy-five 
little  books,  bound  in  fifty  volumes  32mo  size,  morocco  backs,  lettered 
and  numbered.     Only  $2.50  for  the  Library. 

The  Child's  Home  Library.  Containing  more  than  two 
hundred  and  thirty  little  books,  in  fifty  volumes,  48  pages,  32mo,  full  of 
pictures.  Bound  in  red  morocco,  gilt  backs,  and  neatly  put  up  in  a  box 
or  case,  and  only  $3.50  for  the  Library. 
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